Sustainable development
and the sea

delivering the opportunity

Partnership for the sea
THE SEABED USER & DEVELOPER GROUP (SUDG) represents marine industries
firmly committed to sustainable development. It includes oil and gas,

aggregates, cables, ports, renewable energy, carbon capture and storage

and marine leisure. Members share a commitment to aligning the economic
opportunities that the sea offers with protection and enhancement of its
unique environment.

SUDG believes that partnership with regulators and environmental interests
is crucial to achievement of the Government’s objective for seas that are

healthy and biologically diverse while capable of delivering the social benefits
that are also important. Substantial progress has been made through

industry’s willingness to invest in new science and to share the knowledge
that is emerging as a result.

While on one hand managing its impacts, industry also has the potential to

make positive contributions to a better marine environment. Sustainable winwin solutions are increasingly possible from what might sometimes be seen
as competing needs.

A rich and diverse environment
THE SEA AROUND our shores is a fragile environment

Did you know?

environment that makes a substantial contribution to our

● UK marine industries
employ nearly a
million people

that needs to be protected. Yet it is also a busy working

lives. Marine industries that serve society range from energy

to aggregates and from ports to cables and pleasure boating.
The Seabed User & Developer Group enthusiastically supports

the Government’s new framework for managing the demands
we place upon on our seas and ensuring that development is
sustainable. Much has been achieved but more needs to be

done. The challenge now is to ensure that the momentum is
not lost and that legislation evolves into action.

Energy – the sea provides us
with oil, gas and renewable
energy

Aggregates – around 20%
of our sand and gravel is
dredged from the seabed

Ports – the UK port industry
handles some 600 million
tonnes of freight every year

Pleasure boating – is a much
loved UK pastime and a
substantial industry

Cables – the seabed is an
important pathway for
communications cables

Carbon capture and storage –
an emerging industry crucial
in tackling climate change

● They also contribute
over 4% of UK Gross
Domestic Product
● The UK has 12,429 km
of coastline, second
only after Greece in
the EU.

Securing the future

What next?

SUDG worked closely with Government, regulators and conservation

With the Marine and Coastal Access Act in place, SUDG is keen to work with

wholeheartedly supports its aims. Members readily acknowledge that the

regulatory mechanisms needed to deliver its objectives are put into place

bodies during the development of the Marine and Coastal Access Act and

marine environment must be protected, but they have emphasised that the

needs of responsible industries should also be carefully considered if they are
to deliver the social and economic benefits that come from the sea.

SUDG strongly welcomed the Act’s intentions to provide better and more

cost-effective regulation alongside Marine Conservation Zones and Marine

“The Marine and Coastal Access

Act 2009 will ensure clean healthy,
safe, productive and biologically

diverse oceans and seas, by putting

Plans. It recognised the benefits of

“joined-up thinking” which would create

a more integrated approach to planning,
managing and protecting our seas to

the benefit of both the environment and
marine users. The group welcomed the

in place better systems for delivering Government’s recognition of the need for
sustainable development of marine
change in terms of policy, planning and
and coastal environment.” - DEFRA

licensing.

Government and other stakeholders to ensure that the policy, planning and

without delay. While the Act created the framework for managing the marine

environment sustainably, much remains to be done to ensure that positive and
effective improvements can be delivered in practice.

In particular, the Act requires that decisions about managing the sea should
take into account the socio-economic value of any development proposal as
well as the environmental consequences. It is essential that methodology is
developed to enable a realistic assessment to be made which will strike the

right balance between the two and to recognise that “win-win” solutions are
often possible. Measurement of environmental risk is now a well-developed
science, but processes that relate this to the socio-economic value of any

development are still in their infancy. A lot more work needs to be done in this
respect.

Our priorities
SUDG has identified eight priorities which it believes should be at the core of
managing the marine environment:
●

A future for our seas based on sustainable development

●

Clear objectives covering economic and social, as well as environmental
needs

●

An integrated approach to planning, management and protection

●

Cost-effective regulation and management

●

Planning decisions based on science and knowledge

●

Robust mechanisms for high level resolution of problems

●

Consistency from the devolved administrations

●

Transitional arrangements while the new framework is put in place.

Action on sustainability

Understanding tidal turbines and wildlife
Tidal turbine technology has been identified as a key

renewable energy source for the future. The demonstration

Analysing the impact of our ports

project deployed by Marine Current Turbines at Strangford

Compared with other transport modes, shipping and

Lough on the east coast of Northern Ireland comprises

continually active in finding ways of reducing impacts

responsibility of deploying its device in a highly sensitive

dredging is compliant with legislative requirements.

to assess the impact on seabed habitat, including a special

industry and many ports carry out monitoring of their

involved tagging and monitoring of individual seals.

on air and water quality.

Offshore CO2 storage

ports involve low impacts. Nevertheless, the industry is

twin turbines. The operator recognised the environmental

such as noise, dust and emissions plus ensuring that

site and undertook baseline monitoring over three years

There is a strong ethos of self regulation in the

assessment of the impact on the seal population which

environmental condition, collecting and publishing data

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) is an essential part

Regional scale management and monitoring

of the fight against climate change. The Statoil Sleipner

Six marine aggregate operators recognised that, in

project in the North Sea is an example of offshore (subsea)

large, previously unworked section of the eastern English

CO2 captured from natural gas production at the Sleipner

seeking permission to dredge sand and gravel from a

storage of CO2. Every year since 1996, one million tonnes of

Channel, they needed to consider impacts on a much

Vest field has been stored in a deep saline formation

cooperated to commission an environmental assessment

The underground movement of the CO2 in the formation

a regional-scale approach to managing and monitoring

comprehensive models have been developed for calculating

wider basis. While pursuing individual licenses, they

protected by an 800-metre thick layer of gastight cap.

covering the whole of the region. This in turn generated

has been closely monitored using seismology and

marine aggregate operations.

how CO2 moves.

These case studies are featured in more detail at www.sudg.org.uk. Others

●

you can access there are:
●

conservation organisations to help safeguard the future of the Humber
estuary as a habitat for migrating birds.

The Green Blue – an innovative initiative from the British Marine

Federation and the Royal Yachting Association designed to encourage the

●

recreational boating community to minimise its environmental impact.
●

and researchers worked together to map and understand the sea
environment.

An environmental monitoring programme at two Danish offshore

wind farms which showed little impact on the environment during
construction or operation.

The oil and gas industry’s Atlantic Frontier Environmental Network – a
coordinated approach whereby operators, government, regulators

A pioneering agreement between Associated British Ports and leading

●

The cable industry has developed a generic local environmental

assessment approach which analyses the risks involved in recovery as
opposed to leaving cables in-situ.

British Ports Association
www.britishports.org.uk

British Marine Aggregate
Producers Association
www.bmapa.org

British Marine Federation
www.britishmarine.co.uk

Oil & Gas UK
www.oilandgasuk.co.uk

Carbon Capture and Storage
Association
www.ccsassociation.org.uk

Renewable Energy Association
www.r-e-a.net
The Crown Estate
www.thecrownestate.co.uk

RenewableUK
www.renewable-uk.com

United Kingdom Major
Ports Group

United Kingdom Cable
Protection Committee

www.ukmajorports.org.uk

www.ukcpc.org.uk
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